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Constable Burton Reading Room Committee 
Minutes 

 
Meeting held in the Reading Room on Friday 9th December 2022 at 5pm 
 
Present:  Barry Snarr  - Chair 

Hilly Dobson  - Deputy Chair 
Charles Wyvill  -            Patron 
Niesha Snarr  - Treasurer (and note taker) 

   George Tomlin - Special Projects  
Attendees Present: Simon Lemm 

 
Apologies:  Dawn Gelder 
 
1. Chairmans warm welcome to all present 
2.  Minutes of last meeting read and accepted as a true recording of the proceedings. 
Proposed by Niesha Snarr and seconded by Hilly Dobson 
3. Matters Arising: 
 

I. Village Footpath- a meeting had been held with D’Arcy Wyville and his agents and an 
alternative site has been proposed, which will go back to the Planning Dept.  

II. WiFi for the Reading Room and the proposal that there will be an overspill car park 
in the field on the corner of Main Street and Mill Lane. Barry proposed that the work 
on these proposals would now be left until early 2023 due to Christmas Holidays and 
Reading Room Decorating project being carried out. All agreed.  

III. Reading Room Car Park entrance changes. The car park is currently not regularly 
used any more due to residents moving away or no longer using extra cars. Proposed 
work to be revisited if it starts to be used regularly again.  

IV. Going Green proposal re EV Charger. Still awaiting costings by DDR before going to 
consultation about whether a bid for the funding would be supported by the local 
community. 

V. Main Hall and porch redecoration- Barry meeting with the decorator on Monday 19th 
to agree prep work and arrangements. Colours to be decided and ordered 

VI. Mince Pie and Mulled Wine Event- being kindly hosted by Steve and Jenni. 
VII. Santas Grotto being held on 17th December- so far 5 children will be attending. Hall 

now decorated for Xmas by Committee members and volunteers. Many thanks to all 
who helped including our local Policeman- it was much appreciated! 

 
4. Financial Report by Niesha Snarr 
 

I. Bank and Petty Cash. The Treasurer informed the meeting that the: 
 

i. Community Bank balance was £13,997.33  
ii. Petty cash was £193.46 includes Ukraine fund 
iii. Total funds £14,190.79  
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It was noted that Charles Wyvill had made a considerable donation to the Memorial 
Bench in memory of Keith Loadman which in turn had given us more choice in terms 
of design and quality and the Committee thanked him and his family for this very 
kind donation. 
  
 

5.  Ukraine Appeal  
 
An idea was proposed by George that we could gift a Ukrainian Food Hamper to our Village 
Ukrainian family. Barry to check with Cliff (their host) as to whether they are having a 
celebratory festival in January and whether this was a good choice of gift. George had been 
researching companies which stock Ukrainian foodstuffs and apparently there is also a 
company in Darlington that we could contact. Barry to action after speaking to Cliff.   
 
6. Current Projects Update 
 
No new updates. 
George has been to see the joiner booked to replace door and door frame as he wants this 
to be done preferably before the decoration of the hall. Date yet to be confirmed. 
 
George has submitted a bid for funding from Darlington Building Society for the interior 
decoration.  
 
7. Social Media Update (summarized by committee due to absence of Dawn Gelder) 
 

I. A Facebook page for village was previously agreed and is now operational and set up 
by Dawn. To have 2 administrators as agreed previously to ensure queries and 
comments can be replied to promptly. Barry to speak to Dawn about this.  

II. Dawn now removed herself off Honey Bees WhatsApp group. Niesha now only 
admin to this group so will add another administrator. Group going well and more 
members being added. 

III. Constable Burton website. The website is there so that villagers and the public 
generally can have a taste of the community events we hold and the positive things 
we do together as a community. Recently it was used as a means to communicate 
with the villagers about building on the Reading Rooms function as an emergency 
centre, but a number of the committee felt that a couple of the comments were 
inappropriate and negative therefore not in the interests of the village and its 
community.  There was discussion about this issue specifically about freedom of 
speech vs acceptability of making personal comments about individuals. Members to 
consider what further steps may be taken and Barry and Niesha to speak to Mike 
who runs the web page.  

IV. The Parish Council were proposing that there is a Parish Council website set up and 
asked that we amalgamate our website with theirs. The committee felt the Parish 
website was a good idea but did not want to lose our own website and did not want 
to amalgamate. All in attendance in agreement on this. 
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8. Events Update 
 
 
All events up to date in accordance with the programme. 
 
Committee volunteers required to set up on 15th for Mince Pie & Mulled wine event on 17th 
December. 
 
Last soup and Warm Room event this next Tuesday (13th) until 9th January 2023 
 
Simon passed on Dawn Gelders apologies that she had not been able to help at events due 
to family circumstances. 
 
Pop up shop has continued to work well and is well liked. Was a bit quieter this week but 
that may be due to the build up to Xmas. We have planned the warm room initiative to run 
on the same day to encourage footfall but also to increase opportunities for people to 
socialise. Claire is now doing deliveries too which is another great help for some people. 
Claire started to use Honey Bees to take orders etc. Simon suggested that Dawn could also 
advertise it on the website\Facebook page. Flyers had also been taken around to remind 
people when it will be held (and the time) as the committee want to do all it can to support 
the initiative.   
Fish and Chip Van due on 19th December and now scheduled to come every 2 weeks. Again, 
this is a great help to the village.  
 
9. Memorial Bench 
 
The bench looks amazing, and we are all sure that Judi Loadman will be really pleased with 
it, and Keith would have been really proud of it. Simon Loadman has been approached to 
come and dig out and prepare the site for it in March. It is to be sited under the Oak Tree 
that Keith Loadman had himself planted. Once the bench is in place, we will hold an event to 
formally present it to the village in Keith’s name.  
 
 
Any Other Business 
 
Entrance to Reading Room Car Park. This issue will now be on hold as it is currently not been 
used frequently, however Simon Lemm asked if drainage can be considered if this work is 
considered going forward (i.e., could drainage be improved).  
 
Disclaimer Notice for the car park to be redone but this time Barry to investigate purchasing 
a ready-made plastic no maintenance sign.  
  
 
Niesha Snarr had been asked by Barry to complete some work on a governance framework 
when she was recruited to the committee. A draft Governance framework was distributed 
for sign off or otherwise at the next meeting. This would be a supplement to the existing 



Niesha Snarr. RR Committee Minutes 91222   4 of 3 
 

Constitution. Niesha purposely kept the framework simple to facilitate its use as an 
everyday guide and because the Committee has a very focused role; it is however based on 
best practice guidance.    
 

 
Date and Time of Next Meeting.  
 
This is to be confirmed and publicised in due course. 

 

 
 

 

Barry Snarr (12th December 2022)  

Chairman 
Reading Room Committee 
Mobile: 07730986863 
https://constableburton.org/ 
 

https://constableburton.org/

